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Revised I-A-O Program Started 





Forbes Case Makes News 


The most widely publicized C.O. conviction in recent 
months is that of John Forbes in Chicago. Forbes was 
sentenced March 29 to three years in prison by Judge 
John P. Barnes for refusal to register. When the sentence 
was pronounced, Forbes went limp and sagged to the 
floor to refuse cooperation with his imprisonment. 

Forbes was carried from the courtroom by four U.S. 
marshals. A newspaper photographer caught a good pic- 
ture of the marshals in action, and the picture was pub- 
lished all over the country. CCCO received copies 
clipped from papers as widely separated as Providence. 
R.L.. and Los Angeles, Calif. 


John Forbes is an army veteran turned pacifist who 
has been active in Peacemakers in Chicago. He served 
in the army for 21 months during World War II and 
would not have been eligible for the draft because of this 
previous service if he had been willing to register. His 
prosecution violates previously established policy of the 
Department of Justice not to prosecute veterans. He was 
27 years old when prosecuted. 


Following Forbes’ incarceration in the Cook County 
. . — . - 
jail to await transfer to a federal prison he went on a 
hunger strike for the first few days as a further protest. 


Parsons Irritated 


Assistant U.S. Attorney James B. Parsons who pro- 
secuted Forbes and has vigorously prosecuted a number 
of other objectors was greatly irritated by the Forbes 
case. The Chicago Peacemakers passed out leaflets at 
the trial. One woman wore a large badge to court read- 
ing “I support John,” and Judge Barnes had her remove 
the badge. Following the trial Parsons let it be known 
that he was asking the FBI to investigate to see if Peace- 
makers were guilty of counseling evasion of the draft 
law. Such counseling would be a violation of the law and 
subject to a maximum penalty of five years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. 


Somewhere in the proceedings it was suggested that 
the American Friends Service Committee might be inter- 
ested in taking Forbes on probation although Forbes had 
made no such request nor had the Service Committee 
made a probation offer. Parsons took exception to this 
possibility and later remarked that AFSC had no business 
to make such offers. He subsequently sent letters of 
inquiry to government officials asking about the position 
of the AFSC in relation to violators of the draft law. 


Surgeon General’s Office Prescribes 
Special Training for I-A-O’s 


Since March & men inducted into the army as I-A-O’s 
(conscientious objectors available for noncombatant 
duty) have been sent to Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio. 
Texas. for basic training. 1-A-O’s inducted in Puerto 
Rico or Alaska are trained in those territories. but those 
from the United States all go to Fort Sam Houston. This 
training was previously given at Camp Pickett. Virginia. 
which is now being closed. 


The Medical Training Center ( MTC, previously called 
Medical Replacement Training Center. MRTC. at Fort 
Sam Houston is under the direction of the Office of the 
Surgeon General of the Army. Since no other soldiers 
are given their first eight weeks of basic training at Fort 
Sam Houston, the I-A-O’s are being trained for the first 
time in companies made up entirely of conscientious 
objectors. When the objectors were trained at Camp 
Pickett. as well as previously at Fort Meade. they made 
up only a small percentage of their training companies. 


This shift to entire companies of 1-A-O’s has resulted 
in a change in the basic training program. Previously 
when the weapons training was being given the other 
members of their companies the I-A-O’s stood aside and 
did not participate. Now the entire training period will 
have to be devoted to subjects other than those having 
to do with the use of arms. This extra time available for 
the specific training of I-A-O’s is largely to be used for 
training in driving and motor maintenance to increase 
the value of these men for ambulance work. There will 
also be some increase in the hours devoted to medical 
training. Also because of this change C.O.’s can no 
longer take weapons training even at their own request. 

For the second eight weeks period of training the 
I-A-O’s will be joined by other soldiers taking training 
for the medical service. However. none of the men are 
given weapons training during that period. 


Lyon and Tatum Visit Fort 


Robert Lyon, field secretary for the C.O. service pro- 
gram of the American Friends Service Committee, and 
Lyle Tatum, executive secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee for Conscientious Objectors. visited Fort Sam Hous- 
ton April 6-9. They visited a number of the command- 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Ambrose Court-Martialed 


Pvt. Martin Ambrose was convicted by a Special 
Court-Martial at Camp Pickett, Virginia, April 13 on 
two charges and sentenced to three months confinement 
and $50 per month fine for the three months. He was 
charged with disobeying a lawful command and breaking 
restriction. 

Ambrose had previously been restricted to his com- 
pany area for 10 days and fined $26 for going AWOL. 
He had gone AWOL to seek counsel on his difficulties at 
Pickett as a conscientious objector. 

At one time Ambrose was classified I-O (objector 
available for civilian work only), but he decided to try 
noncombatant army duty as a I-A-O. After going 
through training he felt that he could no longer con- 
scientiously be a part of the armed forces in any way. 
He therefore refused further cooperation and the court- 
martial resulted. Lyle Tatum, CCCO executive secretary, 
testified for Ambrose at the court-martial in seeking miti- 
gation of sentence. 

There are no provisions for discharge from the army 
on the grounds of conscience. CCCO and a number of 
other organizations have been working on the problem 
of obtaining regulations for such discharges. Meanwhile. 
those total objectors who are in the army through mis- 
classification by Selective Service, their own ignorance 
of the law, or a change of opinion after entering the army 
usually face courts-martial until given an undesirable or 
bad conduct discharge. 





Warren Vetoed Anti-C.O. Law 


In 1945 the California legislature attempted to out- 
law the holding of any state or local government office 
or public employment by a conscientious objector. The 
first attempt was ruled unconstitutional by the California 
Legislative Counsel. The second attempt was passed and 
sent to Governor Earl Warren for his signature. Warren 
vetoed the bill. 

Since Warren is now the Chief Justice of the United 
States, his opinion on the bill as outlined in his veto 
letter to the senate again becomes of interest. The bill 
as sent to Warren required all those seeking public office 
or public employment to answer the question: “If neces- 
sary, are you willing to take up arms in defense of the 
United States of America?” 

Warren pointed out that the bill violated the spirit 
of the Bill of Rights. He then said, “Shall persons who 
thus exercise their constitutional and statutory rights in 
connection with their religion be held up to public scorn 
merely for doing so? I cannot believe that it is in the 
interest of the public welfare to so punish them.” 

Well ahead of the current loyalty oath laws, the Gov- 
ernor warned of “witch-hunting” and went on to say, 
“I cannot escape the conclusion that this bill would oper- 
ate only against the person of true religious conviction 
because he would be the only one to answer the question 
truthfully when seeking a public position. The fakers and 
the subversives would lie to accomplish their ends. It 
would therefore serve no useful purpose.” 

Mimeographed copies of the full letter are available 
free of charge upon request from CCCO. 


Briefly Noted 


The time has expired within which the government 
could file an appeal from the decision of Judge Clary to 
free William H. Weidman from the Marine Corps (U.S. 
ex rel Weidman vs. Sweeney, 117 F. Supp. 739). The 
government did not appeal, so Weidman’s bond has been 
returned, and the case is closed. For details of the case 


see NEWS NOTES, January-February, 1954. 


Judge Robert C. Bell has denied the motion for a 
new trial filed in St. Paul, Minn., in the case of the four 
Doty brothers given two year sentences in their second 
prosecution for refusing to cooperate with conscription. 
Chester A. Bruvold, defense counsel, has filed a notice 
of appeal. 

5 *% *% 

Four I-A-O’s who are members of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church were court-martialed in Alaska recently 
for refusing Saturday duty. The Adventists have had 
similar difficulties in Puerto Rico. As a result they filed 
vigorous protests in Washington, and new directives are 
about to be issued by the Department of Defense for 
recognition of Saturday as the Sabbath for Adventists. 
The Adventists report that they have had 17,000 mem- 
bers in noncombatant duty in the armed forces during 
and since World War II. 

* * * 

Assistant Secretary of Defense Hannah has told the 
Senate Armed Services Committee that the Defense De- 
partment will soon ask Congress for changes in the draft 
law which will provide only six months active duty for 
many draftees to be followed by 714 years of active 
training in reserve units. Draftees who spend two years 
on active duty are expected to have to serve actively in 
reserve units for six years, a provision of the present 
law which has not been implemented. 

*% * * 

CCCO is cooperating with a number of other agen- 
cies interested in the rights of conscience to produce a 
leaflet specifically written for chaplains which will explain 
the various positions taken by objectors and point out 
the legal rights of objectors. 





HANDBOOK CORRECTIONS 


Page 67. Line 4—Strike out the word “Re- 
placement.” 
Line 5—Strike out the “R” in MRTC. 
(MRTC should be changed 
to MTC throughout.) 
Line 5—Strike out “Camp Pickett, 
Virginia” and insert “Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas.” 
Page 68. Line 4—Strike out the sentence be- 
ginning “However.” 
Line 7—Except for the last sentence, 
strike out the paragraph be- 
ginning, “The I-A-O.” 
Page 84. Line 2—The quotation mistakenly 
credited to Hebrews is 
James 1:27. 
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Shaw Conviction Reversed 


In a unique C.O. court action Judge Knight in U.S. 
District Court at Buffalo, N.Y., has reversed the convic- 
tion of Stephen Shaw. The reversal resulted by the 
granting of Shaw’s petition to set aside the judgment of 
conviction (118 F. Supp. 849). 

Shaw entered a plea of guilty July 9, 1951. to a 
charge of failure to report for induction and was sen- 
tenced to two years in prison by Judge Knight. He 
served the sentence at Danbury until released on parole 
May 2, 1952. 

Shaw’s father, a missionary, was out of the country 
at the time of the conviction. Upon his return he sought 
some method of rectifying the injustice of his son’s im- 
prisonment. Shephen Shaw had taken the entire proce- 
dure calmly, including the imprisonment. He had not 
appealed his I-A classification, had not reported for his 
army physical examination, did not report for induction, 
and he waived defense counsel when he appeared for 
trial. 


The record disclosed that Shaw had been ordered to 
report for induction after his 26th birthday which ended 
his eligibility for induction. It was for this reason that 
Judge Knight set aside the conviction. Setting aside of 
the conviction was strongly opposed by the government. 





Politics of Repentance 


The Politics of Repentance by Andre Trocme (Fel- 
lowship Publications, 21 Audubon Ave., N.Y.. $2.00) is 
based on a series of lectures delivered in this country in 
1951. The book is a pacifist theological discussion par- 
ticularly concerned with the interrelation of the indi- 
vidual, the church, and the state in times of crisis. 


This reviewer shares the viewpoint widely held among 
Quakers that theology is apt to be an intellectual substi- 
tute for religious experience. However, Andre Trocme is 
a pacifist who has earned the right to be heard. In main- 
taining his pacifism in occupied France during World 
War II, the theoretical questions we get from draft 
boards became daily realities to be faced. The spiritual 
strength of the man is clearly seen in his work and in 
his personality. His religious experience is not ques- 
tioned. 


A brief review cannot do justice to a book which 
discusses subjects such as sacrifice, salvation, the nature 
of truth, the Church in society and other such _ basic 
Christian beliefs. It is probably enough to say that 
Trocme does discuss these things in a way that the lay- 
man can understand what he is talking about and then 
agree or disagree from the basis of that understanding. 

For many pacifists will disagree with some of the 
basic tenets of Trocme such as the proposition that there 
is no such thing as Christian politics. However, he does 
believe that Christians can affect political affairs. The 
central theme of the book is the call for personal repent- 
ance for the evil taking place in the world. “The re- 
pentance of Christians and the change of conduct that 
springs from it,” says Trocme, “can profoundly modify 
the course of political events.” 





BUILD THE FILE 


Recent court decisions have made the 
registrant's Selective Service file even more 
important than before. If the file contains clear 
and convincing evidence of conscientious ob- 
jection the draft board must grant C.O. status 
or file objective evidence in rebuttal. 


REGISTRANTS: Answer the questions on 
SSS Form 150 in full. Be certain you under- 
stand the questions. Get help if you need it. 
File supporting affidavits. Use every oppor- 
tunity to supply new evidence. Keep your file 
up-to-date. Follow all procedures for hearings 
and appeals carefully. Keep copies of every- 
thing. 


COUNSELORS: If a registrant comes to 
you for help you share full responsibility for 
the above. Check the registrant's file. Keep 
informed. Ask for help if you need it. The 
courts are granting some judicial review of 
Selective Service actions. Build every file as 
if it were headed for court. 











I-A-O PROGRAM STARTED 


(Continued from page 1) 


ing officers and chaplains who will be working with con- 
scientious objectors. Several of the 1-A-O’s were also 
visited. 


\t that time there were about 100 conscientious ob- 
jectors there in the first eight weeks training period. The 
Surgeon General's Office had set up the program on the 
basis of 140 I-A-O inductees per month, but at least for 
this first month the rate of induction was apparently 
much lower than that. The ratio of officers to men is 
twice as high for I-A-O’s as for regular inductees. 


Because of the presence of I-A-O’s, the chapel attend- 
ance at Camp Pickett was always much greater than at 
any other army post in the country. The chaplains at 
Fort Sam Houston have made arrangements for increased 
chapel use, including provisions for any denomination 
which wishes to do so to hold services of its own. 


San Antonio Persons Interested 


The city of San Antonio completely surrounds Fort 
Sam Houston, and the local ministerial association is 
interested in the welfare of the I-A-O’s as well as the 
other soldiers. Rev. Chris Kehl of the Episcopal diocese 
office accompanied Lyon and Tatum on the visits as a 
representative of the ministerial association. Bruce 
Cutler of the Austin, Texas, regional office of the Ameri- 
can Friends Service Committee also did some of the 
visiting. 


A committee of interested persons in San Antonio 
has been started to offer counseling and hospitality to the 
I-A-O’s at Fort Sam Houston. Conscientious objectors 
expecting induction can write CCCO for referral to this 
committee. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


| PROSECUTIONS 


Conviction not previously reported 


10-20-53 


Gordon Carey,* 3 years, (Los Angeles, 
Cal.) Judge Harry C. Westover 


Sentenced since last issue 


3 - 12-54 
3 - 19-54, 
3 - 22-54, 
3 - 29.54. 
3 - 29.54. 
L- 8-54 
4.- § -54 


Acquittal 
3 - 30-54 


Perty Moore, 2 years, (Chicago, Ill.) 
Judge William J. Campbell, free on 
bond, appeal pending 

Henry Adamowicz, 2 years, (Chicago. 
Ill.) Judge William J. Campbell, sen- 
tence started 4-2-54 

Finley Cerwithian, 2 years, (Wilming- 
ton, Del.) Judge Paul Leahy 

Ralph) Dorn, 3° years. (Milwaukee, 
Wis.) 

John Forbes, 3 years, (Chicago, Ill.) 
Judge John P. Barnes. non-registrant 
Bill Passmore, 3 years. (Little Rock. 
Ark.) Judge Harry J. Lemley 
William Moser, 3 years. (Little Rock. 
Ark.) Judge Harry J. Lemley 


Wilmer Derstine (Philadelphia, Pa.) 


Judge Allan K. Grim. 


Conviction reversed 


2 - 26-54 


4- 5-54 


Stephen Shaw (Buffalo. N.Y.) Judge 


John Knight, U.S. District Court, sen- 
tence already served 


Ray Brewer, 4th Circuit Court of 


Appeals 


Sentence reduced 


12-31-53 


12-31-53 


Edward Reed, from 5 yrs. and $10,000 
fine to 3 yrs. and $10,000 fine, (San 
Francisco, Cal.) Judge Edward Murphy 
Jack Parkhurst, from 5 years and 
310,000 fine to 3 years and $10,000 
fine, (San Francisco, Cal.) Judge 
Edward Murphy 


Sentence started, previously convicted 


2 - 26-54 


Israel Feuer 


Arrests since last issue 
Pennsylvania—David Wenner. Frank Mekolichik 


Il RELEASED FROM PRISON 


On parole 


4-20-54 Philip Mulligan 
II] MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 


Chillicothe. 


Ohio—Manas_ Kuhns.** 
Wingard, Charles Wenger 


Freeman 


“Fan Letters” Received 


Each year CCCO makes one special appeal for funds 
to persons not on our mailing list. This results in mail 
from some unsympathetic persons. We like to share with 
our readers a few of the pithy but printable comments 
received. Among this year’s collection were the fol- 
lowing: . 

“T don’t believe in such baloney . . . I suppose you 
will consider that I am a Crack Pot, for I most certainly 
am not in favor of coddling would-be or has-been con- 
scientious objectors . . . | disapprove most earnestly . . . 
How dare you send me this letter . . . | have no money 
to spend in behalf of a man that won't fight for his coun- 
try ... If anyone’s conscience interferes with their being 
a good American citizen | suggest they move to a country 
where their conscience won’t bother them . . . The line 
between cowardice and conscience is too fine for me to 
support ... 1 have the most uncomplimentary opinion of 
so-called “conscientious objectors . . . Close up your 
phony peace shop and get an honest job.” 


Florence. Ariz.—Donald Rowland. William Weir 
McNeil Island, Wash.—Glenn Peters. Robert Mc- 
Corkle, Monty Prothero, Vern Dawson 
Petersburg, Va.—Larry Atkins. Carl Nickel 
Springfield, Mo.—Clarence Bryan, Ted Head. 
Ervie Daniels. Marvin Watkins. Harold 
Bohlman, Kenneth Owens. Emanuel 
Miller, Melvin Chupp. Howard Rober- 
son, Burton Rosen 
Tucson, Ariz—Fred Hildebrand, Gaetano Branca- 
leone, Glenn James, Robert Kent. W. L. 
Stevens, Jack Parkhurst. Edward Reed, 
Gordon Carey 

Institution not verified—Henry Carrizosa, Ray- 
mond Skinner. P. A. Nazeroff. William 
Chernikoff. James Playford, Francis 
Playford, Henry Adamowicz, Finley 
Cerwithian, Ralph Dorn, John Forbes. 
Bill Passmore, William Moser. Israel 
Feuer 

Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 

date: 259 (This is a minimum number, since 

J.W.’s and Muslims are not included. and we miss 

a few). 

*We have been in close touch with the Carey case 
since long before the conviction. We regret that 
through error it was not previously entered in 
the Court Reporter. 

**Kuhns, Wingard, and Wenger were erroneously 


\ 








Danbury, Conn.—Andrew Borisuk, Richard Bla- reported to NEWS NOTES as having been sent 
zej. Lester Packer, Harry Nugent. Carl to Springfield. and they were so listed in the last 
Mascaro, Louis Mascaro issue of the Court Reporter. 
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